6            THE LIFE AND WORK OF JOHN  KUSKIN.

preserved" the name/curtailed by dropping the "g"; and
with that genealogy, if. it could be proved, Mr, Ruskin
might be claimed by the admirers of the Anglo-Saxon
genius as a Teuton, But thin explanation, also, hardly
gives the variant Rusken,

Both names are unusual; they do not figure in history ;
the family is not one of the great clans, The name seems
to start up in the eighteenth century, as far as we arc
concerned, with a solitary Ruskin in Edinburgh, as if he
were some immigrant known by the name of hi* place of
origin: one of the many who drifted to the towns in that
period seeking safety, or a field for labour j with clan-name
either concealed through prudence, or too common to
identify him, We find a kirk of Koskcen, near Invvrgordon,
on the firth of Cromarty; a Gaelic name which, variously
transliterated into the Sassenach, might give Ritsken to an
earlier immigrant, Ruskin to the later. About this dimly-
seen person we only know that his son was famous for his
handsome looks, and handed on to his children the deep-
eyed earnestness and poetical countenance of the typical
Highlander; and that his great-grandson has exemplified,
like any chieftain or bard of romance, the distinguishing
spirit of the Gael, For the ideals of John Ruskin are
surely Celtic, Whether he comes from the elms of Ross,
or from some obscurer and less traceable stock, he stands
as the central figure among those art to and poet*, writere
and orators, whose inspiration we refer to survivals of
Ossianic nature-worship, Fingalian heroism and Columban
piety; he exemplifies the "recrudescence of the Celt"

But the exponent of a national ideal Is rarely pure-bred ;
if for no other reason than this ; to expound an ideal, one
must be in touch with the actual; to introduce one party to